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Collaboration between……



Contact details..

• MTU Kerry Campus
Jane Brennan Jane.Brennan@services.mtu.ie

• SETU Carlow Campus
Angela Costelloe Angela.Costelloe@setu.ie

• SETU Waterford Campus
Majella E. McCarthy Majella.McCarthy@setu.ie

• UCC
Deirdre Madden Deirdre.Madden@ucc.ie
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Technology to make learning 
easier course/resource 
• Free
• Online (on UCC’s Canvas VLE)
• Importantly this course:
• does NOT mention disability/learning difficulties 
as these tools are applicable to ALL. 
In keeping with principles of Universal Design 
for Learning, if this gets embedded in schools 
for all, then those students with additional 
learning needs will be better included and not 
excluded by our education tools.



Technology to make learning 
easier course/resource

Importantly this course:

• covers free or built in software 
• on phones/tablets
• in Office 365
• in Google 
• free to download
to help make reading , writing and studying easier –
so no cost involved 
(one app does cast approx. €10 but only after a free trail of two weeks so a student can see if it is useful for 
them before they pay for it)



Welcome to our course



Let’s see how it 
works 

https://ucc.instructure.com/courses/32134


Many schools have 
iPads  or Android 
tablets.

In post primary many 
students have 
iPhones/iPads or 
Android phones/tablets

Free built in features or apps to read 
text aloud or to type what you say.



iPad/iPhones



FREE iPhone/iPad 
Apps to read text 
from hard copy

•Seeing AI
•For iPad/iPhone
•Free!
•Need WIFI to download



Built in literacy 
support features
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• Speak selection – will read chosen text in a natural Irish 
sounding voice – aids those with literacy difficulties

• Adjustable speeds

Apple 
accessibility

Settings
(General)
Accessibility
Look for SPEECH or  
SPOKEN CONTENT

http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=i+pad+setting&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PZEZ5I-WYWHLgM&tbnid=xiMpbfEs0WrOCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://oit2011.utk.edu/helpdesk/kb/entry/1652/&ei=7TeeUeXDLo7Y7Abr94DoDA&bvm=bv.46865395,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNF06IkTrfyuYnZr11RhSwhZLHS-Mw&ust=1369409873989901
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• Turn on SPEAK SCREEN
• Find content you want read aloud
• Two finger swipe from top of screen

Using 
Speak 
Screen

Settings
(General)
Accessibility
Look for SPEECH or  
SPOKEN CONTENT

http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=i+pad+setting&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PZEZ5I-WYWHLgM&tbnid=xiMpbfEs0WrOCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://oit2011.utk.edu/helpdesk/kb/entry/1652/&ei=7TeeUeXDLo7Y7Abr94DoDA&bvm=bv.46865395,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNF06IkTrfyuYnZr11RhSwhZLHS-Mw&ust=1369409873989901


Dictate on your 
iPad/iPhone -
helping with 
your written 
work

•Built into your 
iPad/iPhones

• It will type, 
transcribe what 
you say



Android 
phones/tablets



Claro ScanPen

• Free
• Needs to have 2GB RAM 
and be an Android 6 + 
phone tablet

• Will read text aloud when 
you point the camera of 
your phone/tablet at hard 
copy of text

Android phones

LookOut

• ClaroScanPen
• For Android device
• Free for 2 weeks
• € 10 



Built in literacy 
support features
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Android phones/tablets

•Settings
•Accessibility

•SERVICES
• If none are installed then 
install the free ANDROID 
ACCESSIBILTY SUITE

•Select to Speak



Live Transcribe free on android 
devices



Many schools use Office 365

Many individual students have 
O365

Access your O365 account on any device with 
internet access.
Has superb built in literacy support tools.



• trims, enhances, and 
makes pictures of 
whiteboards and 
documents readable.

• convert images to PDF, 
Word and PowerPoint files

• save to OneNote,
OneDrive, or your local 
device. 

• You can even import 
images that are already 
on your device using 
Gallery.

Office Lens



Immersive Reader



• You speak to the computer
• It types what you say
• Then go to Immersive Reader and 

• have your work read back to you 
• to “proof listen/read” your work
• spot/hear mistakes or areas you want to improve 
• and develop your written work



Using 
Immersive 
Reader

1. Log in on your device
2. Open Word
3. Click on VIEW
4. Click on Immersive Reader
5. Click on play

• Adjust speed & voice
6. Try out the tools:

• Text preferences
• Grammar options
• Reading preferences

Adjust:
• Text size
• Spacing
• Font
• Colour scheme

Grammar
• Break words into 

syllables 
• Highlight nouns, 

verbs, adjectives or 
adverbs in choose 
colours

Reading:
• Use line focus
• Use picture dictionary
• Use translation:

• By single word
• By whole 

document
• Have it read aloud



•Gradually each user will find the settings 
that suit them individually

•Whenever & where ever  that user logs 
onto their Office 365 account it will 
remember their preferred settings

Customise Immersive Reader 
to suit that user



Immersive 
Reader in Edge



Use  subtitles in PowerPoint in 
Office 365



Many schools use Google 

Free!!!!!



Speechify

• mobile and desktop app to have any text read 
out using a computer generated text to speech 
voice

Free 
extension 

for 
Chrome. 
Listen to 

text on any 
website.



Voice Typing 

• FREE 
• In Google Doc under TOOLS
• Need to be online
• Worth a go 
• Video to show

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQueGjqeDB0


Software that is free to 
download



FREE Natural Reader

Natural  reader is a FREE text to speech program

Select any text on the screen you want to have read and click on 
play 
The software is free to download from this site ……
http://www.naturalreaders.com/download.php

And this brief demo gives you an idea of what it does …….
http://www.naturalreaders.com/howto.php

http://www.naturalreaders.com/download.php
http://www.naturalreaders.com/howto.php


Assistive Technology 
for Irish



NVDA

• A FREE screen reader
• Download from abair.ie
• Download  a Munster Irish voice synthesiser “Dingle Pen”  
- NVDA Addon

• follow instruction on website to  start NVDA and selecting 
the Irish voice 

• http://www.abair.tcd.ie/nvda/download.html

http://www.abair.tcd.ie/nvda/download.html


Useful sites

•http://www.scriobh.ie/

•http://www.getthefocal.com/
•http://www.potafocal.com/
•Duolingo

http://www.scriobh.ie/
http://www.getthefocal.com/
http://www.potafocal.com/


• Will convert text to a 
sound file

• Listen to your
• Definitions
• Poetry
• Case studies

• Listen on your phone

• Listen and learn on the go

Balabolka



Mind mapping



Free mind mapping
Great to help organise, 
pan and structure written 
work 



Xmind 8 
ON A 
Windows device

https://www.xmind.net/download/xmind8/

https://www.xmind.net/download/xmind8/


Mind map gallery

https://www.xmind.net/share/

https://www.xmind.net/share/


Let’s find all those tools on the 
TMLE course ………..





Basic IT skills

• Basic mouse skills
• Keyboard skills

• Touch-typing essential!
• Basic file management skills

• Saving files
• Naming them appropriately
• Knowing where they are saved
• Save your work ONLINE or BACK UP YOUR WORK

• E-mail
• Navigating the net.



Touch Typing



type using all
your fingers and 
without 
looking at the 
keys.

What is touchtyping?



Why learn touch-typing?

• Speed & accuracy
• Homework/assignments/email & exams - all 

done quicker and more accurately
• Computers are being used more in all 

aspects of life – a life skill
• Allows you to focus on content of work not 

on action of typing
• Support of spelling/grammar checkers
• Have work read back for proof 

reading/listening
• Physically easier for many students
• LEGIBILTY !!!!!!

• Health
• Repetitive strain injury (RSI)



Hand position for home row
ALWAYS return to home row

Feel the raised bumps on the F 
and the J keys?



Correct position for hands in 
the HOME ROW position

• Then cover the hands 
• Kitchen roll/tea towel/ cardboard box etc



Practicing home row typing



Hints about the correct hand & 
finger to use will appear on 
screen...



http://www.typing.com/

http://www.typing.com/


Free Touchtyping OFFline



File management

• Basic file management skills
• Saving files
• Naming them appropriately
• Knowing where they are saved
• BACK UP YOUR WORK!!!!!
• Online storage is most secure



Making our teaching 
&learning materials 

accessible for use with these 
tools



Lots of options…

Share on your 
school website?



Thinking about learning materials in 
different ways .....
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Note taking? Consider ….

• ask teachers who use electronic teaching 
materials to perhaps put those notes and 
learning materials up on the school website or 
on Google ClassRoom, One Drive or - see what 
the school might be using.



Please CONTINUE to 
share your teaching & 
learning materials 
with students online 
AFTER the lockdown?

• Frantically taking notes from the board 
is a huge challenge many students.

• Uses up valuable time to learn, take in, 
process new information, ask questions 
and contribute in class

• Sharing your notes online ensure ALL 
students have good quality, legible, 
ACCESSIBLE notes.



Let’s find all those tools on the 
TMLE course ………..



Two x two hour training 
sessions on the Tech to 
Make Learning Easier 
resource via the Cork 
Education Support Centre

https://www.cesc.ie/cpd-courses.html
https://www.cesc.ie/cpd-courses.html


Applicable to many learners..



Credits slide

• Sincere thanks to the PATH SOAR project for funding  
Click here for more information: 
https://www.soarforaccess.ie/

https://www.soarforaccess.ie/


Included in 
Nurturing Bright 
Futures



Any questions?
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